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El Salvador: Rebels Attack Air Force Base
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, October 19, 1990
On Oct. 17, at 9:45 p.m. local time, Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) commandos
attacked the Ilopango airforce base east of San Salvador with RPG-18 mortars, and automatic
weapons. Meanwhile, other rebel units attacked the 1st Infantry Brigade headquarters north of the
capital, and an electricity substation in Soyapongo near the airforce base. Witnesses told AP the
assault on Ilopango began with a about 20 loud explosions, followed by 90 minutes of small weapons
fire. An unidentified army spokesperson cited by AP said the fighting, which continued for three
hours, was restricted for the most part to Ilopango. However, reporters also heard explosions and
gunfire in the Soyapango neighborhood, and in the Delgado sector, located in northeastern San
Salvador. Helicopters and army troops patrolled the streets of the capital on Thursday. Vehicle
checkpoints were set up on the city's periphery. In a communique, the FMLN said the air force base
was attacked from four sides, and electrical power was cut off. According to air force commander
Gen. Rafael Villamariona, 25 FMLN commandos carried out the attack on Ilopango. The general
said the rebels launched 15 homemade rockets ("tepescuintles") inside the base, and caused serious
damage to six helicopters. Five soldiers were wounded. The army's Radio Cuzcatlan confirmed
the details of the rebel attack on the air force base and on the 1st Infantry Battalion. The report
added that two cars were bombed in San Felipe near the air base. In a nationwide broadcast, the
government called on Salvadorans to shun protests initiated by the FMLN's "front organizations,"
described as provocateurs. National Union of Salvadoran Workers (UNTS) leaders responded by
saying that the government announcement was an attempt to stifle popular organizations by linking
protests against government economic policies to FMLN actions. Referring to a fence recently
erected around the university campus by members of the 1st Infantry Brigade, University of El
Salvador rector Luis Arguenta denounced the "hostile attitude of the military." (Basic data from
AFP, 10/17/90, 10/18/90; AP, Notimex, 10/18/90)
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